
Dear parents and caregivers 

Today the staff met and planned for our transition back to full school operation on Monday. Like you 

we are very excited about reopening, and the team have reviewed all required hygiene and safety 

planning required to implement COVID Level 2. We appreciate the support we have already received 

for your understanding of why we cannot contact trace potentially 600 adults - hence the requirement 

for adults to not enter school grounds. 

 The COVID Level 2 regulations are quite different for schools than malls or public spaces so please 

excuse the list below as I have attempted to cover any of your questions and emails since 

yesterday’s newsletter.  

• Thank you in advance for preparing your child for what their return to school will look and 

feel like. As parents we know that you will be organising their uniform, lunchbox, drink 

bottle and school bag. Remember there are no tuckshop lunches or ability ofparents able 

to deliver food to the classrooms. 

• You may already have had conversations about the excitement of returning to see friends 

and teachers again but we need you to help us with the new routine (for some) of explaining 

why parents cannot walk children to their classroom or collect them from the classroom.  

Talk to them about who will be meeting them after school, and which entry or place 

you will collect them from. We will have staff members at all entries who will walk children 

to their rooms if required. Some parents have emailed teachers to confirm these collection 

arrangements.  

• The Ministry of Education and Health guidelines require “staff and children to maintain 

enough distance so they aren’t touching or in each other’s breathing space”.  The teachers 

will be sharing this concept of “moist breath, shadow space, airplane arms apart” as 

simple visual reminder of the continued practice of physical distancing.  The metre distance 

is particularly significant for adults - hence the request not to congregate at the front gate 

area.  

• We have provided hand sanitiser and disinfectant spray to very classroom which teachers 

will use this regularly throughout the day for contact areas, with additional cleaning routines 

implemented throughout the school.  

• We will continue to focus on “wash, wash, wash your hands”, as this is the MOST important 

hygiene routine. Sanitiser has also been provided to every classroom as an additional 

support.  

• If you prefer that your child wears a mask this is an optional family choice (but not a school 

requirement).  

• Rooms will be heated to the required standards, class ventilation and fresh air breaks 

have also been addressed with the staff. We will not be having any whole school assemblies 

or team sports events at this time.   

• Thanks to the families who have contacted the office to confirm that their children will be 

travelling on the bus next week, as we are required to confirm on a daily basis these numbers 

with the bus company.  We will complete a physical check “on/ off” roll for every child as part 

of the contact trace regulation. If you have not contacted us please ensure you email 

admin@albany.school.nz by Sunday afternoon. 

• If your child is not attending school next week please email or phone the school through 

our normal absence lines, or use the school app.  

Thank you for your support, kindness and showing respect for the staff and regulations as we 

implement COVID LEVEL 2 requirements.  

Have a wonderful weekend, and look forward to seeing you all next week.  

Regards, Maree Bathurst (Principal) 
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