
Welcome to our parent information evening 







and how it relates to the Albany Primary 
Curriculum

• Established in 2007 replacing previous documents that focussed 
separately on each learning area.

• Well regarded in New Zealand and by other countries

• The NZC is a clear statement of what we deem important in 
education which includes:

• Vision
• Principles
• Values
• Key competencies 
• The learning areas

• The NZC sets the direction for student learning and provided 
guidance for schools as they design and review their curriculum.

The New Zealand Curriculum …              



A Vision: 

What we want for our young 
people…

Young peoplewho will be 

confident, creative, 

connected, actively involved

and lifelong learners
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Principles



Values:

• Excellence

• Innovation, inquiry, and curiosity

• Diversity

• Equity

• Community and participation

• Ecological sustainability

• Integrity 

• And to Respect themselves, 
others and human rights 
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Key Competencies to sustain learning and effective participation 

society and underline the emphasis on life long learning

• Managing Self

• Relating to Others

• Participating and Contributing

• Thinking

• Using Language, symbols and texts
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Learning Areas:

• English
• The Arts 

• Health and Physical 
Education 

• Learning Languages; 

• Mathematics and Statistics 
• Science 
• Social Sciences and 
• Technology
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INQUIRY Learning at APS   

Juniors Middles Seniors

School-wide concept each term. This concept is over-arching for all subject areas for the term. 

(This includes reading, writing, maths, science, social sciences, health, PE and the arts)

Each syndicate has their own big idea which stems from each concept. 

Concept: CHANGE 

Conceptual Learning occurs all day, through all subject areas.

Big idea:

Yr 1: My world can CHANGE me.

Yr 2: CHANGE is around us.

Big idea: 

CHANGE happens all around us.

Big idea: 

If it doesn’t challenge you, it won’t CHANGE 

you.













Reading (for teachers to speak to) 

Juniors Middles Seniors

Focus on learning to read Focus on reading to learn Focus on reading to learn

Guided, shared and 

independent reading

Guided, shared and 

independent reading

Guided, shared and 

independent reading

Learning of alphabet sounds

Sight vocabulary

Decoding strategies

Developing early comprehension 

skills

This is done through

● shared books

● guided reading sessions

● tumble activities related to 

their learning gaps

● students interests and the 

term’s inquiry concept

● Reading to, with, by

Digging deeper into different 

comprehension strategies but if 

children need alphabet and sight 

vocabulary, then this is also 

covered. 

This is done through

● choice of activities that assist 

their growth in reading, based 

around the identified common 

learning gaps.

● students interests and the 

term’s inquiry concept

● Shared novel study

● guided reading sessions

● Reading to, with, by

Digging deeper into different 

comprehension strategies based on 

identified gaps identified from 

assessment tools. 

This is done through

● students interests and the 

term’s inquiry concept

● flexi-grouping

● Shared novel study

● guided reading sessions

● Reading to, with, by

● research

● independent reading for 

pleasure or a purpose























Maths in the Classroom



The  NZ curriculum consists of 3 sections:  Strategy, Knowledge and 

Strand.

Strategy is the process students use to solve problems involving numbers -

how they work things out. 

Knowledge is what the  children know and can recall about numbers quickly.

Strand is to encourage the children to think mathematically through problem solving and to 

become confident and comfortable with applying the mathematics they are using.

Strategy creates new knowledge through use. Knowledge provides the foundation for 

strategies. It’s important that students make progress in both

Strong knowledge is essential for students to broaden their strategies across a full range of 

numbers, and knowledge is often an essential prerequisite for the development of more 

advanced strategies.



Knowledge

Knowledge consists of 5 areas:
● Number identification
● Number sequence and order
● Grouping/Place Value
● Basic facts
● Written recording

Strand

● Number and algebra
● Geometry and Measurement
● Statistics - statistical investigations and probability



Strategy

Strategy in the NZ curriculum consists of  a series of stages that children 
progress through as they develop their understanding of a range of strategies 
for solving number problems. 

Stage 0-3:  Counting from one - children can solve problems by counting from one, 
either using materials or in their head.
Stage 4: Advanced Counting - children can solve problems by counting in ones, or 
by skip counting, starting from numbers other than one.
Stage 5: Early Additive - children can solve simple problems by splitting up and 
adding together the numbers in their head.
Stage 6: Advanced Additive - children use a range of different methods to solve 
more challenging problems in their head.
Stage 7: Advanced Multiplicative - children use a range of different methods to solve 
multiplication and division problems in their head.
Stage 8: Advanced Proportional - children can solve complicated problems involving 
fractions, decimals and percentages using a combination of methods.



Maths

Juniors Middles Seniors

Knowledge, Strategies, 

Strand

Knowledge, Strategies, 

Strand

Through authentic problem 

solving contexts

Knowledge, Strategies, 

Strand

Through authentic problem 

solving contexts

Materials used largely Materials used as well as a 

shift towards abstract 

thinking

Shift in use of materials to 

abstract thinking

Building of number knowledge

Using materials to understand 

strategies

Problem solving 

Continued development of 

students’ knowledge base 

which supports the 

development of strategies 

across a full range of 

numbers, and through a 

variety of authentic problem 

solving contexts. 

Strong knowledge is an 

essential prerequisite for the 

development of more 

advanced strategies. to use 

across a range of problem 

solving contexts.



How to support at home

https://nzmaths.co.nz/introductory-video

https://nzmaths.co.nz/introductory-video

